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 For Immediate Release

Gallery 14

Exhibit Opening November 16th, 6–9 pm

Meet the Photographers, November 18th,   1–5 pm

Gallery 14 announces an exhibit of photographs by two members, Jim Hilgendorf and Carl Geisler.  In the Small Gallery we are showing member John Black ford’s photographs taken in lower Manhattan.
An opening reception will be held on November 16th, 2007 from 6pm. to 9pm. The show runs through December 23rd, 2007.  
Rode Spills and Thrills,   Jim Hilgendorf
Ever since Jim Hilgendorf began traveling around the United States taking photos of truckers at various truck stops he was struck by what he thought was a resemblance between them and the early cowboys of America who moved cattle around the range.  While their steeds may be quite different, their personalities are quite similar.  Many are loners, used to long stretches away from home and suffering the discomforts of poor food and uncomfortable accommodations. 

 Jim decided to photograph the modern day cowboy at various rodeos around the country.  This show includes photos from rodeos in Tucson (Ariz.), Cheyenne (Wyo.), and a great regional rodeo in Cowtown, New Jersey.

Shooting rodeos is particularly difficult because without a press pass finding unobstructed views takes a lot of patience and a certain amount of chutzpah in moving around the stands.  The inconsistent lighting and constant movement adds to the challenge.  Jim often uses a longer shutter speed to amplify the sensation movement of a horse or a rider. Other times, he is able to capture the instant of a fall or a moment of a bull’s elevation off the ground.

Jim came away from these rodeos with a new appreciation of the hardiness and dedication that the men and women who participate in rodeos must have.  The sport is both dangerous and stressful and takes a lot of dedication and talent to master.  He hopes that those who visit the exhibit come away with a similar appreciation. 

It’s About the Bike,   Carl H. Geisler

Selecting that single second of shutter speed to transform a snapshot into a work of art has become Carl Geisler's artistic challenge. His work is able to seize that moment your mind’s eye may never record and hold that natural vision in a photograph.

To visualize with the eye of the camera the dramatic motion of a bike road race, speed, light, reflections -- all these are used to suggest that motion along with the competitive drive to move ahead of the pack and the split-second difference between winning and losing. The photographs work to catch with a camera lens the force of the peloton as it charges ahead; to capture the ache of the muscle as it forces the bike around that final corner.  

Carl is a bike rider himself, so he well knows the feeling. And now, he has this need to show it in his work. The presentation of the image itself no longer physically bound. Transforming a pedestrian view of the world into a powerful, rich, complex image requires the harnessing of many elements. Carl's images have met the challenge of conveying the driving motion of the bike.
Carl Geisler has been a photographer since the age of ten, when he used a Brownie Hawkeye camera.  He now has the time to be more involved and has won prizes in the Franklin Park, N.J., juried Art Show, in the Somerset County Business Partnership’s juried Photo Contest.  In 2007 two of his photographs were accepted for exhibition at the Phillips' Mill Photographic Exhibition.  Carl is currently President of the Princeton Photography Club and a member of Gallery 14 in Hopewell, NJ.  He is an avid car enthusiast and former instructor for the Porsche Club and other car clubs. He loves to bike ride, having recently completed his 18,000th mile on his road bike.

In the Small Gallery:   Night Life on the River Styx,   John Blackford

John Blackford is showing night photos of commuters, ferries, and evening activities around Battery Park in Manhattan. There is both an everyday familiarity around the activity in lower Manhattan, near the Hudson River and a surreal, otherworldly aspect that's vaguely threatening.  Using deep shadows and blurred motion, he captures the mood, while staying true to the people engaged in daily living along the Hudson.
Gallery 14   continues its 6th season with these member exhibits.  The Gallery was established in 2001 by a group of central New Jersey photographers and was then the only gallery in New Jersey dedicated solely to photography.  In its 6 years of operation Gallery 14 has become a center for regional photographers, a place where photographers can come to meet their public and their peers,   and where they can exhibit their work, many for the first time.  This is a Gallery where experimentation is encouraged, and where photographers can grow into their own artistic selves by exchanging ideas, by experimenting with new ideas and techniques, and by having their peers respond to their experiments.

The Gallery is run by its members who create, operate and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers of local and international reputation as well.  Its exhibits have been wide ranging, from classical black and white studies of flowers and other still-lives, dance and nude photography, to travel and street photography in exotic locations such as Bhutan, Japan, China, Mongolia,  Afghanistan, Russia and Laos.  Exhibits at Gallery 14 have been featured in local newspapers and on local radio and, and its exhibits are regularly reviewed in the Newark Star Ledger, The Trenton Times, and listed in the New York Times. 

The Gallery continues its tradition of showing members’ works as well as guest photographers from the New York to Philadelphia area. Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who show their work and invite discussion and criticism in the spirit of increasing their skills and understanding of their own and others’ photographic work.

All exhibits open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the Gallery, and also feature an opportunity to meet the photographers and discuss their work, usually during the first weekend of the exhibit.    The Gallery is open on Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 5 and by appointment.
Gallery 14
Calendar Listings

November 16 - December 23:  Rodeo-Spills and Thrills,   Jim Hilgendorf   &

    It’s All about the Bike,     Carl Geisler

Exhibit opens November 16th with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   December 23rd.

Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday,   November 18th, 1-5 pm

January 4 - February  3:    
         A Gallery 14 Group Exhibit,     
                      In the Small Gallery:  Unseen Egypt,   David H. Miller

Exhibit opens January 4th with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   February  3rd.

Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday,   January 6th, 1-5 pm
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