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For Immediate Release
Gallery 14

Exhibit Opening April 20, 6–9 pm
Meet the Photographers, April 22, 1–5 pm
Gallery 14 announces the opening of a joint exhibit about Coney Island.  Photographers Marty Schwartz and Joanna Tully will exhibit their joint but separate visions of the past and present of Coney Island as it faces renovation and change that will permanently alter the face of this famous site.  In these photographs they portray the current state and nostalgic end of a long and fascinating era of the boardwalk and its environs.

Coney Island, Lost and Found,   Marty Schwartz
Today Coney Island is very different from the Coney Island of my memories.  I returned there with Joanna Tully my partner in the project early on an August morning.  Sadly the first thing to strike your eyes is the trash-strewn streets.  Parking was not a problem since there were plenty of empty spaces and parking lots. This was surprising to me since I thought there would be crowds of people; the day was going to be hot.  The crowds never materialized as the day wore on. The beaches, which used to be packed with bathers, remained practically empty, as did the parking lots.

We made four trips to Coney Island together, at different times of day and at different times of the year. Each time allowed a different perspective at the location since the light was different, as well as, the subject material.

Most of my images are straight forward with some enhancement.  However, with some photographs I incorporated some of the magic that Photoshop allows.  In two photographs I used antique postcards I bought on eBay to create a composite image to contrast the old Coney Island from the present day.  One image I turned day into night to enhance the concession art found painted above it.

 In another image I created a composite image using two separate photographs taken the same day to demonstrate the despair that of permeates Coney Island today. 

A street person with a shopping cart, slumped over on a bench sleeping, on a cold winter afternoon, while on a wall behind him is a graphic advertisement showing a mermaid offering a hot dog, as if to him. I didn’t even notice this till I downloaded the images and saw what seemed to be a prophetic situation.  With this image I tried to create the atmosphere of degradation that existed about this fellow by desaturating the color and giving it a grungy appearance.

Saturating the colors livens up the images of amusement rides. Although the colors and the artwork of the rides are really bright I wanted to add some more punch and give them more vitality.

Also fascinating is the artwork that exists usually above the concessions. I really didn’t notice this work until I went back in the winter when there were hardly any people around.  Apparently some of the work has been done by artists of repute and will be saved if the Coney Island is gentrified.

The image of the lone person walking on the empty boardwalk at sunset is sort of  an homage to the crowds that once walked these wooden planks. Now it is empty, even though it is a winter day I can’t help but think back to the crowds that once were here.
Additional photos can be seen at www.photosgallery14.com.

Coney Island, Lost and Found,   Joanna Tully
Coney Island, a major landmark of both New York and American culture is about to undergo a huge metamorphosis; demolition of large areas of Coney Island has already begun.

 

Coney Island, Lost and Found is a work that captures the essence of the Coney Island of yesterday while documenting its current transformation.  

 

For almost two hundred years, Coney Island has been a popular destination for people who love the sun and the beach, hot dogs and classic fun rides.  But Coney Island is more thank an amusement center.  It is a place steeped in history.

 

My aim is to create an ethereal and nostalgic feeling in the photographs.  I used one type of film to photograph the grand old relics, and another to capture the contemporary feeling on the boardwalk today.  In this way I was able to mirror the imminent transformation on Coney Island.  The present slides into the past, leaving the viewer with a sense of Coney Island as it used to exist.

 

We see the people who populate the boardwalk.  We know the character of the place is about to change.  And that the faces of the old men who came of age here will soon be fading from the scene, making room for the next wave.

 

I feel very strongly that the renovation is a historically important project, and that these photographs preserve a slice of American life from the 20th century.  As Coney Island is rebuilt, most, if not all, of its quaintness and old-fashioned charm will disappear.

 

More images of Coney Island can be viewed on my website:  www.joannatully.com and at www.photosgallery14.com.

In the Small Gallery

Italy: A Look Back and Ahead, Martha Weintraub
In a photograph containing a mirror, the camera can see forward and backward simultaneously. On a recent trip to Italy, I noticed this phenomenon especially   strongly when looking at parked motor scooters.

Photographs containing views of Italy in motor scooter mirrors seemed naturally fitting since the scooters are everywhere. But there are additional visual twists. Sometimes there is play, sometimes irony between the two components of the images in this show.
Gallery 14   was established in 2001 by a group of central New Jersey photographers who opened the Gallery on September 14, 2001 as a center for photographers in the area.  It was then  the only gallery in New Jersey dedicated solely to photography. In its 5+ years of operation Gallery 14 has become a center for regional photographers, a place where photographers can come to meet their public and their peers,   and where they can exhibit their work, many for the first time.  This is a Gallery where experimentation is encouraged, and where photographers can grow into their own artistic selves by exchanging ideas, by experiments with them out and having their peers respond to their experiments.

The Gallery is run by its members who create, operate and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers of local and international reputation as well.  Its exhibits have been wide ranging, from classical black and white studies of flowers and other still-lifes, dance and nude photography, to travel and street photography in exotic locations such as Japan, China, Mongolia  Afghanistan, Russia and Laos.  Exhibits at Gallery 14 have been featured in local newspapers and on local radio and television stations, and its exhibits are regularly reviewed in the Newark Star Ledger, The Trenton Times, and listed in the New York Times. 

The Gallery continues its tradition of showing members’ works as well as guest photographers from the New York to Philadelphia area. Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who show their work and invite discussion and criticism in the spirit of increasing their skills and understanding of their own and others’ photographic work.

All exhibits open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the Gallery, and also feature an opportunity to meet the photographers and discuss their work, usually during the first weekend of the exhibit.    It is open on Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 5 and by appointment.
Gallery  14
Calendar Listings

April 20 - May 27 
   Coney Island, Lost and Found,  

               Marty Schwartz and Joanna Tully


   Italy:  A Look Back and Ahead,   Martha Weintraub
   In the Small Gallery
Exhibit opens April 20 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   May 27.
Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday,   April 22, 1-5 pm
June 1 – July 13 
Against Falling Light: The Delaware at Dusk,   John Blackford  &          wall to wall, Barbara K. Suomi, Guest  Exhibitor
Exhibit opens June 1 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   July 13th.

Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday,   June 3, 1-5 pm

July 13 - August 24 
 Hopewell, a group exhibit by the members of Gallery 14. 
Exhibit opens July 13 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   August 24th.

Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday,   July 15, 1-5 pm
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