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 For Immediate Release

Gallery 14

Exhibit Opening June 1, 6–9 pm

Meet the Photographers, June 3, 1–5 pm

Gallery 14 announces the opening of   two complimentary exhibits representing the urban and the rural.  Barbara   K. Suomi is showing her studies of urban wall art as she discusses in her artist’s statement below.  John Blackford, on the other side of the coin, is showing a series of photographs taken along the Delaware River at dusk, a continuation of his series studying this natural world.

In the Small Gallery we have the work of Jim Hilgendorf taken at a festival in Bhutan.

wall to wall,    barbara k. suomi

I have had a serious interest in photography for a number of years, both as a viewer of other artists’ works and as a creator of my own images.  Using my thirty-plus-year-old Canon FTB with a 50mm lens, I enjoy making photographs that include strong colors and textures, as well as interesting graphic design and compositional features. I often focus on a small portion of a larger scene or object, transforming the concrete entity into an abstraction.  

My recent work has concentrated on   “urban wall art.”  This consists of finding and photographing graffiti, bulletin boards, and posters in cities around the world that have appealing textural, graphic, color, or compositional qualities.  Some images focus on written words, some on human faces or figures.  By limiting other images to a small part of an entire wall, compositions of abstract art emerge from the urban landscape.  This project reflects a refinement of themes begun in my earlier work, concentrating on strong colors and textures and their compositional characteristics and has been a very exciting experience for me.

As an extension of my urban wall art project,   I have taken some images, deconstructed them, creating new images.  These I have then silk screened onto limited edition T-shirts.  For some designs, elements from multiple images have been combined to form a new image.  The original photograph or photographs are presented along with the T-shirt so that the evolution of the wearable art piece based on photography can be fully appreciated.

The Delaware at Dusk,   John Blackford

I began photographing the Delaware River in earnest about five years ago. For me, there’s both peacefulness and power there—and a misleading sense of permanence. After a flood, yesterday’s idyllic scene may be reduced to shreds. During drought, long sections of the riverbed become dry land. 

When water flows quietly, the river seems unchangeable, but all bets are off after rain or melting snow. Then, water rushes with a roar like a jet. Suddenly, a tree might keel over and float away. I once saw an entire refrigerator float by. 

Most of the images in this exhibit were taken between Raub’s Island and Fry’s Run, a section only two miles long, below Raubesville, Pa.  I do most shooting around dusk, often on the island itself.  Raub’s Island changes dramatically after a  flood, and I’m drawn to the mood when light is falling.

As I began to photograph landscapes, I sought out the work of Elliot Porter, who saw in patterns of nature something of the way its forces unfold.  In my work, I try to freeze long years of flow into the moment when the shutter clicks.  

You can see other photographs by John Blackford at www.photosgallery14.com.

In the Small Gallery

Jim Hilgendorf, “Bhutan”

In May, 2001, Jim Hilgendorf attended one of the largest annual festivals in Bhutan, the Tsechu festival in Ura, an event honoring the deeds of Padmasambhava.  Locally referred to as “Guru Rimpoche” this eighth century master introduced the Nyingma school of Buddhism into Tibet and Bhutan.   Jim   photographed the people attending the festival and the dancers as well, monks and lay people dancing to bless the onlookers.  This series of photographs presents selected aspects of his experience there.  You can see other works by Jim at www.photosgallery14.com or www.jimhilgendorf.com.

Gallery 14   was established in 2001 by a group of central New Jersey photographers,  opening the Gallery on September 14, 2001 as a center for photographers in the area.  It was then the only gallery in New Jersey dedicated solely to photography.  In its 5+ years of operation Gallery 14 has become a center for regional photographers, a place where photographers can come to meet their public and their peers,  and where they can exhibit their work, many for the first time.  This is a Gallery where experimentation is encouraged, and where photographers can grow into their own artistic selves by exchanging ideas, by experimenting with new ideas and techniques, and by having their peers respond to their experiments.

The Gallery is run by its members who create, operate and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers of local and international reputation as well.  Its exhibits have been wide ranging, from classical black and white studies of flowers and other still-lives, dance and nude photography, to travel and street photography in exotic locations such as Bhutan, Japan, China, Mongolia  Afghanistan, Russia and Laos.  Exhibits at Gallery 14 have been featured in local newspapers and on local radio and television stations, and its exhibits are regularly reviewed in the Newark Star Ledger, The Trenton Times, and listed in the New York Times. 

The Gallery continues its tradition of showing members’ works as well as guest photographers from the New York to Philadelphia area. Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who show their work and invite discussion and criticism in the spirit of increasing their skills and understanding of their own and others’ photographic work.

All exhibits open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the Gallery, and also feature an opportunity to meet the photographers and discuss their work, usually during the first weekend of the exhibit.    The Gallery  is open on Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 5 and by appointment.

Gallery  14
Calendar Listings

June 1 – July 8 
The  Delaware at Dusk,   John Blackford   &    
               wall to wall,  barbara k. suomi,  Guest  Exhibitor

Exhibit opens June 1 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   July 8th.

Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday,   June 3, 1-5 pm

July 13 - August 24 
 Hopewell, a group exhibit by the members of Gallery 14. 

Exhibit opens July 13 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through  August 24th.

Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday,   July 15, 1-5 pm

September 7-October 7     Rodeo-Spills and Thrills, Jim Hilgendorf   &
                     The Shore Re-imagined,   Martha Weintraub

Exhibit opens September 7th with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   October 7th.

Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday,   September 9th, 1-5 pm

October 12 – November 11    Living to an Eight-Count, Ed Greenblat 

Exhibit opens October 12th with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   November   11.

Meet the photographer who will discuss his work on Sunday,   October 14th, 1-5 pm
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