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Exhibit Opening February 9, 6–9 pm
Meet the Photographer, February 10 & 11, Noon–5 pm
Show continues through March 11
I Am a Tree, Frank Magalhães

In his show “I Am a Tree” which opens February 9 at Gallery 14 in Hopewell, Frank Magalhães presents a collection of tree “portraits” printed in bronze-tone monochrome. Asked about the title of the show, Magalhães says he borrowed it from Turkish Nobel laureate Orhan Pamuk’s novel, My Name Is Red, where it is a chapter title. The story of this fascinating novel of mystery, love and art history is told from multiple points of view, one of which is that of a tree.

It once struck Magalhães while he was photographing landscapes that he often included individual foreground trees to add interest to a vista. In fact he realized he often related more to these individual trees than to the landscape as a whole. As he puts it, “I find it no stretch to think of a tree as a creature with a personality, something I can commune with. So, in photographing an individual tree I have come to think of the result as a portrait, much the same as I would with a photograph of a person.” The images, collected during a number of road trips around the country as well as from the local area, show trees in every stage of life and death.
Point of view and angle of view have been used by Magalhães to enhance the sense of the emotion trees might feel if they were creatures, and to evoke strong emotion for the trees in those who view the portraits. He chose to print in monochrome rather than color because he felt he could better work with monochrome tonal values to give the prints the gravitas he felt the trees deserved. The prints show the photographer’s great attention to detail and his use of light and shadow to create delicious texture.
“I Am a Tree” presents visitors to Gallery 14 with a visual feast — striking portraits of a group of very diverse tree personalities.
Gallery14   was established in 2001 by a group of central New Jersey photographers who opened the Gallery on September 14, 2001 as a center for photographers in the area. It was then probably the only gallery in New Jersey dedicated solely to photography. In its 5 years of operation Gallery 14 has become a center for regional photographers, a place where photographers can come to meet their public and their peers, and where they can exhibit their work, many for the first time. This is a Gallery where experimentation is encouraged, and where photographers can grow into their own artistic selves by exchanging ideas, by experiments with them out and having their peers respond to their experiments.

The Gallery is run by its members who create, operate and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers of local and international reputation as well. Its exhibits have been wide ranging, from classical black and white studies of flowers and other still-lifes, dance and nude photography, to travel and street photography in exotic locations such as Japan, China, Afghanistan, Russia and Laos. Exhibits at Gallery 14 have been featured in local newspapers and on local radio and television stations, and its exhibits are regularly reviewed in the Newark Star Ledger, The Trenton Times, and listed in the New York Times.
The Gallery continues its tradition of showing members’ works as well as guest photographers from the New York to Philadelphia area, open on Saturdays and Sundays from Noon to 5 and by appointment.
All exhibits open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the Gallery, and also feature an opportunity to meet the photographers and discuss their work, usually during the first weekend of the exhibit. Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who show their work and invite discussion and criticism in the spirit of increasing their skills and understanding of their own and others’ photographic work.

Gallery14
Calendar Listings

February 9 - March 11    I am a Tree, Frank Magalhães
Exhibit opens February 9 with a reception for the public 6-9 pm and continues through March 11.
Meet the photographer who will discuss his work on Saturday and Sunday, February 10 and 11, Noon-5 pm
March 16 - April 15
    The  Intimacy of Flowers, Tasha O’Neill   &  
    Spirits in the Garden of Eden,  Vivian Abbott. 

Exhibit opens March 16 with a reception for the public 6-9 pm and continues through April 15.
Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday, March 18, 1-3 pm
April 20 - May 27 
   Double Take: Two Photographers, Two Coney Islands.
               Joanna Tully and Marty Schwartz

Exhibit opens April 20 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through May 27.
Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday, April 22, 1-3 pm
