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 For Immediate Release

   Gallery 14

Exhibit Opening April 18th, 6-9 pm

Meet the Photographers, April 20th, 1–3 pm

Gallery 14 is pleased to present an exhibit of photographs of the architectural work of Frank Gehry by member Tasha O’Neill in the main gallery.  In the Small Gallery we are showing black and white photographs of Maine by Rachel Mackow.

The opening reception for the public will be on April 18th, 2008 from 6 pm to 9 pm. The show runs through May 18th, 2008.  
A Glimmer of Gehry, Tasha O’Neill

Once photographer Tasha O’Neill had seen pictures of the curvilinear wonders of the Guggenheim Museum built in Bilbao, Spain, in 1997, she became emotionally drawn to Frank Gehry’s work.   Her aesthetic journey started in Los Angeles while shooting the last images for her 2007 show ”The Intimacy of Flowers”. Tasha found a natural segue in the stainless steel curves of the Walt Disney Hall and a year later was on a quest to explore Seattle’s exuberant “Experience Music Project” or “EMP”, as it is locally known. 

The architect is justly celebrated as “the new form-giver of our time.”  He has been called a “contemporary cubist sculptor, using shapes and form unlike anyone in the building of a structure”.  Wherever his structures are sited, Gehry’s use of the sleek and the gleaming, although industrial materials, partner effectively with Nature, as Tasha O’Neill exemplifies in her interpretations, walking the viewer around the buildings.

L.A.’s Disney Hall has a multitude of faces. One side reminds one of a giant Ark with a prow of gleaming silvery steel jutting out on the busy boulevard. Its sails in the wing-on-wing formation as in the image “Setting Sail” might capture the California Santa Ana winds. “Tectonic” features huge overlapping plates of steel. “Rippling Mirrors” face a side street reflecting the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, long-time host to the Oscars.

Seattle’s EMP is both building and spectacle. From the air, one discovers its allusion to a smashed guitar. Financed by Paul Allen of Microsoft fame, this structure was built in homage to Jimi Hendrix. Rarely have there been so many disparate shapes and colors that make up a building that expresses feeling in three dimensions. Juxtapositions of silver and bronze, silver and pink, purple and deep pastel blue, red and black create a modern cacophony. Yet is feels sensual and musical as glass meets metal, light adds dimension and it seems to become a living thing in the glow of the setting sun.

Again, every side of the building has its own character. In “Apotheosis,” crumpled sheets of silvery steel and bronze dominate an entrance to the museum. In “Wings Ever to Soar,” the nacelle of a jet floats in the air. A purple glass wall reflects the tower of the Space Needle in “Into the Wild Blue Yonder.” The image “Blast Off” might be described by space enthusiasts as the baby blue exhaust manifold of a space ship. “Dreaming of Skies” offers lovely curves of soft silvery metal shingles next to a pink undulating glass wall.

As in Los Angeles, the EMP is located in a park surrounding it with big trees where the fall colors complement the many hues of bronze also used in “Rivets and Silk.” Thousands of rivets were used in the patchwork quilt of eccentrically shaped metal shingles. A feast for the eyes.

In the Small Gallery:   Where the Raven Calls,  Rachel Mackow

The coast of Maine is a mysterious place embraced by fog. Thick carpets of moss thrive on the floor of dark spruce forests. Late August brings a flush of fruit to the heath and forest’s edge—scrubby crowberry and graceful bunchberry. Winter is on the wing of the gathering ducks. The bell-like call of the raven carries on the wind.

Rachel Mackow photographs eastern Maine—a place of contrasts. The coast is rugged and windswept, while the forest is lush and quiet. Using traditional black and white film and darkroom techniques, she regards the dramatic and subtle aspects of the landscape: a lone tree against the weather-beaten coast, a delicate funnel-shaped spider web, and the stark light that illuminates the forest. 

Rachel Mackow is a photographer whose work traces the life in rural and urban landscapes. She works with a variety of traditional photographic processes: silver gelatin prints, photograms, and hand-tinting with dyes. Her photography has been extensively exhibited with shows at the National Library in Havana, the Queens Museum, and the Center for Photography at Woodstock. Her hand-tinted photographs were published in Harper's Magazine.

Her ongoing project, The Sourland Mountain, is a portrait of the environment in which she lives and works: a second growth forest in central New Jersey. Her focus is the life cycles of the landscape. The Sourlands series has been exhibited at St. Peter's Church in midtown-Manhattan's CitiGroup Center, Princeton Public Library, and the Johnson Education Center at the D&R Greenway Land Trust. 

Gallery 14   continues its 6th season with these two exhibits.  The Gallery was established in 2001 by a group of central New Jersey photographers and was then the only gallery in New Jersey dedicated solely to photography.  In its 6+ years of operation Gallery 14 has become a center for regional photographers, a place where photographers can come to meet their public and their peers,   and where they can exhibit their work, many for the first time.  This is a Gallery where experimentation is encouraged, and where photographers can grow into their own artistic selves by exchanging ideas, by experimenting with new ideas and techniques, and by having their peers respond to their experiments.

The Gallery is run by its members who create, operate and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers of local and international reputation as well.  Its exhibits have been wide ranging, from classical black and white studies of flowers and other still-lives, dance and nude photography, to travel and street photography in exotic locations such as Bhutan, Japan, China, Mongolia,  Afghanistan, Russia and Laos.  Exhibits at Gallery 14 have been featured in local newspapers and on local radio and, and its exhibits are regularly reviewed in the Newark Star Ledger, The Trenton Times, and have been listed in the New York Times Sunday New Jersey edition. 

The Gallery shows members’ works as well as guest photographers from the New York to Philadelphia area. Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who show their work and invite discussion and criticism in the spirit of increasing their skills and understanding of their own and others’ photographic work.

All exhibits open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the Gallery, and also feature an opportunity to meet the photographers and discuss their work, usually during the first weekend of the exhibit.    The Gallery is open on Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 5 and by appointment.
Gallery 14
Calendar Listings

April 18- May 18:
A Glimmer of Gehry,   Tasha O’Neill


In the Small Gallery:  Where the Raven Calls,  Rachel Mackow

Exhibits open April 18th with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continue through  May 18th.

Meet the photographers at the Gallery on Sunday, April 20th, 1-3 PM.

May 23-June 22:
Ground Zero, Marty Schwartz and Joanna Tully

Exhibit opens with a reception for the public from 6-9 PM and continues through June 22.

Meet the photographers at the Gallery on Sunday, May 25th, 1-3 PM

June 27-July 27:
Title TBA, Moira Longino



In the Small Gallery:  Night, a Gallery 14 Group Exhibit

Exhibits open with a reception for the public from 6-9 PM and continue through July 27.

Meet the photographers at the Gallery on Sunday, July 27th, 1-3 PM
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