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 For Immediate Release

Gallery 14

Exhibit Opening February 8th, 6–9 pm

Meet the Photographer, February 10th,   1–3 pm

Gallery 14 is pleased to present a dual exhibit of photographs by its member Rhoda Kassof-Isaac, Translations, in the main gallery, and an homage to her late friend, the internationally known artist Sol Lewitt, in the Small Gallery
The opening reception will be on February 8th, 2008 from 6pm. to 9pm. The show runs through March 9th, 2008.  
Translations
In the series of photographs called “Translations” she paints with brushes by hand and Photoshop as well as oil pastels which lend themselves to scratching and smudging. By combining two traditional media into a new message, she creates a richer experience. Her work drifts fluidly between the external vision of the camera and the interior vision of the painter. Each work suggests a secret story, a life of its own.  Reality plays little part. 

Driving in the Rain started with a photograph taken while driving in a rain storm (someone else at the wheel). The windshield rushing through rain distorts water, movement, and nature. Only the sharp rain drops seem real. Two blurry colored lights on a truck and a red sign suggest perspective.

In  Fog.   Blurring fog becomes mist and mystery and can translate into smoke and fire. The addition of saturation and exaggeration invites the viewer to experience his own interior landscape.

Orange Houses.   Orange houses reflected onto a large and textured plastic curtain become another scene when the photograph is turned upside down. The blue sky becomes water and the artist’s brush strokes transform empty space into a village street.

Greek Statue Heads.  These were photographed in the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Kassof-Isaac adds color to the heads then surrounds them with walls of texture and rich colors. You can almost see the music. 

In the Small Gallery:   Homage to Sol Lewitt, Rhoda Kassof-Isaac
Sol Lewitt (1928-2007) was one of the great artists of our time. He was the founder of Minimal and Conceptual Art.  He invented a conceptual framework that could contain almost anything. He sat at the center of a net of activity, thinking up concepts and tasks for mothers to produce his work. His Wall Paintings, among his best known forms, are found in many great museums and public places around the world.

Rhoda Kassof-Isaac’s Homage to Sol Lewitt constitutes a tribute to her friend, the late Sol Lewitt.  This is a series of photographs taken with the artist’s express permission and assistance during a Lewitt retrospective at the Whitney Gallery in New York City.   In these double exposures, Ms. Kassof-Isaac superimposes photographs of objects onto photographs taken of Sol Lewitt’s work on exhibit during this retrospective. 
Her photographs are all film based making the creation of these works particularly challenging.  She had previously exposed rolls of film in Europe, and then brought these rolls to the Whitney Museum, reloaded them and  re-exposed them at Lewitt’s exhibit with his permission.   The resulting images placed her chosen objects onto the same frame as Lewitt’s work, a result governed by skill, experience and serendipity as well.

Rhoda Kassof-Isaac had her first exhibit at the Riverside Museum, N.Y. in 1962 and has been actively involved in exhibits and teaching art in the U.S.A. and Europe since then. She lived in Switzerland and Italy for 26 years. Since 1989, she has increasingly concentrated on photography and is a founding member of Gallery 14.

Gallery 14   continues its 6th season with these two exhibits.  The Gallery was established in 2001 by a group of central New Jersey photographers and was then the only gallery in New Jersey dedicated solely to photography.  In its 6+ years of operation Gallery 14 has become a center for regional photographers, a place where photographers can come to meet their public and their peers,   and where they can exhibit their work, many for the first time.  This is a Gallery where experimentation is encouraged, and where photographers can grow into their own artistic selves by exchanging ideas, by experimenting with new ideas and techniques, and by having their peers respond to their experiments.

The Gallery is run by its members who create, operate and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers of local and international reputation as well.  Its exhibits have been wide ranging, from classical black and white studies of flowers and other still-lives, dance and nude photography, to travel and street photography in exotic locations such as Bhutan, Japan, China, Mongolia,  Afghanistan, Russia and Laos.  Exhibits at Gallery 14 have been featured in local newspapers and on local radio and, and its exhibits are regularly reviewed in the Newark Star Ledger, The Trenton Times, and have been listed in the New York Times Sunday New Jersey edition. 

The Gallery shows members’ works as well as guest photographers from the New York to Philadelphia area. Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who show their work and invite discussion and criticism in the spirit of increasing their skills and understanding of their own and others’ photographic work.

All exhibits open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the Gallery, and also feature an opportunity to meet the photographers and discuss their work, usually during the first weekend of the exhibit.    The Gallery is open on Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 5 and by appointment.
Gallery 14
Calendar Listings

February 8 - March 9:
Translations, Rhoda Kassof-Isaac    
         
                      In the Small Gallery:    Homage to Sol Lewitt,   Rhoda Kassof-Isaac     
Exhibit opens February 8th with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   March 9th.
Meet the photographer at the Gallery on Sunday, February 10, 1-3 PM.
March 14 - April 6:

Variations on a Theme, Frank Magalhaes


In the Small Gallery:  Remnants, Maia Reim

Exhibits open March 14th with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continue through   April 6th.

Meet the photographer at the Gallery on Sunday, March 16, 1-3 PM.

April 11 - May 11:

A Glimmer of Gehry,   Tasha O’Neill


In the Small Gallery:  DownEast, Rachel Mackow
Exhibits open April 11th with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continue through   May 11th.

Meet the photographers at the Gallery on Sunday, April 13, 1-3 PM.
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