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          For Immediate Release

     Gallery 14

Exhibit Opening:  March 20, 6-9 pm

Meet the Photographers, March 22, 1–3 pm

Gallery 14 is pleased to announce a joint exhibit by member Tasha O’Neill and guest photographer Jeffery Yuan.

.  

Etudes, Tasha O’Neill

Thesaurus definition:

“A short musical composition, typically for one instrument, designed as an exercise, to improve the technique or demonstrate the skill of the player.”

Photographing trees, --first in New Jersey, then in Maine and the California Redwoods--, Tasha O’Neill began to compose Etudes.  Light surrounding specific trees or groves literally called to the photographer.  Shifting her camera, under varying exposures, she transformed everyday realities into total abstraction.  

Wielding her camera like a paintbrush, Tasha dips her camera into variables of both time and light, as though they were spread upon a limitless palette.  Patterns and texture emerge.  Some trees seem to melt, others to ignite.  Sky is pulled down into foliage like shooting stars or fireworks. Majestic redwoods turn fluid.  Fog enhances certain scenes with a theatrical backdrop.  

The photographer describes the moment of connection as “heart-stopping.”  Shapes altered by time + light reveal rhythm itself. With the camera as instrument, she composes visual music, in which color itself becomes a coloratura.  

Under a Quiet Heaven, Jeffrey Yuan
Having grown up in a household surrounded by classical Chinese landscape paintings by his grandfather, Yuan An-Pu, Jeff found these paintings of a serene, idealized alternate world to be inspiration for his own photography.  To Jeff, photography has always represented the intersection of the aesthetic and the technical.  Trained as a molecular biologist, he seeks to understand the unknown.  In many ways, photography inverts his training, requiring him to compose reality into an interpreted alternative vision.
In the series of images titled “Under a Quiet Heaven,” he captures images both local to central New Jersey and places much further afield.  These more distant locales include the ponds and shores of Martha’s Vineyard, the marshes of the Sea Islands of Georgia, and the vastness of a construction site near Toronto, Canada. The use of a limited color palette or black and white is in keeping with the aesthetic traditions of classical Chinese landscape painting where color is used sparingly or not at all.
To create these images, Jeff prints most of his images on handmade cotton rag paper using the 19th century technique of palladium printing.  
Trained as a scientist, Jeff also studied Chinese art history under the tutelage of Richard Barnhart in college, and more recently, he has studied photography under the direction of Robert Blake at the International Center of Photography and privately with Ernestine Ruben.

In the Small Gallery:  Fruit/Cakes, Martha Weintraub and Rhoda Kassof-Isaac

Gallery   14   continues its 7th season with this exhibit. This cooperative photographic Gallery was established in 2001 by a group of central New Jersey photographers as a center for photography in the area.  It was then probably the only gallery in New Jersey dedicated solely to photography.  In its seven years of operation Gallery 14 has become a center for regional photographers, a place where photographers can come to meet their public and their peers, and where they can exhibit their work, many for the first time. This is a gallery where experimentation is encouraged, and where photographers can grow into their own artistic selves by exchanging ideas, by experimentation and by having their peers respond to their experiments.

The Gallery is run by its members who create, operate and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers of local and international reputation as well. Its exhibits have been wide ranging, from classical black and white studies of flowers and other still-lives, dance and nude photography, to travel and street photography in exotic locations such as Japan, China, Afghanistan, Russia and Laos. Exhibits at Gallery 14 have been featured in local newspapers and on local radio and television stations and its exhibits are regularly reviewed in the Newark Star Ledger, The Trenton Times, and listed in the New York Times.

The members encourage guest photographers to exhibit developing projects, based on a portfolio review. Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who share their work and invite discussion and criticism, to increase their understanding of their own and others’ photographic work.

All exhibits open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the gallery. A “Meet the Photographers” session is also held, usually during the first weekend of an exhibit.  

The Gallery is open Saturdays and Sundays from 12 to 5 PM and by appointment.

Gallery 14

Calendar Listings

March 20 – April 19

Etudes, Tasha O’Neill  

Under a Quiet Heaven, Jeffery Yuan

In the Small Gallery:  Fruit/Cakes, Martha Weintraub and Rhoda Kassof-Isaac

April 24 – May 31

It’s all about the Car, Carl Geisler


In the Small Gallery:
Picket Fences, Jay Goodkind

June 5 – July 5   

Living in the Shadow, Bruce Wodder

In the Small Gallery:  Princeton Arts Council Children’s Show
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