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Rajasthan:  India’s Colorful State, Jim Hilgendorf
Ever since he read The Jewel in the Crown by Paul Scott, Jim Hilgendorf has wanted to visit Rajasthan, the Indian state known for its wealthy Maharajas, beautiful forts and palaces, and rich history.  It is also an incredibly colorful part of the country, with women draped in wonderful saris, men with multicolored turbans, and cities of blue (Jodhpur), pink (Jaipur), and gold (Jaiselmer).  Jim and his partner planned an exciting three-week trip to Rajasthan in October 2009, to coincide with the annual Camel Fair, or Mela, in Pushkar. Besides visiting Pushkar, they also traveled through most of the main cities of Rajasthan: Mandawa, Bikaner, Jaiselmer, Jodhpur, Udaipur, and Bundi.  

At the Pushkar Fair, camel owners come to buy and sell camels and participate in a huge festival that also attracts many tourists, both Indian and foreign.  In addition, Pushkar is a very holy city that attracts many Hindu pilgrims who come to bathe in the Pushkar Lake to wash away their sins. While Jim and his partner were slightly disappointed to get to the Fair during the second, less active, week for camel trading, they were still able to walk and ride around the fairgrounds and foothills of Pushkar and watch the pilgrims come and go.  Accommodations in Pushkar were primarily in tent cities that were erected specifically for the fair and were not luxurious at all compared to some of the sumptuous palaces and havelis (private residences) that have been turned into hotels in Rajasthan. 

For this exhibit, Jim focused his camera primarily on the people of Rajasthan. He decided to use color photography to showcase the exuberant textiles and the exquisite beauty of the people. In contrast, Jim’s earlier exhibit at Gallery 14 of Varanasi, India’s holy city on the Ganges, featured photographs in muted sepia tones. The Pushkar Fair, various markets in each of the cities, and a wonderful festival that they happened upon in Bundi provided a wealth of material for this exhibit.  Jim hopes that through these photographs, viewers will come to appreciate the beauty of Rajasthan and its people.
More of his work can be seen at www.jimhilgendorf.com.

In the Jay Goodkind Room: 
Prague’s Old Jewish Cemetery, David H. Miller
Prague is now the most visited city in Europe, surpassing even Paris.  Yet in the heart of the city remains a somber and peaceful place, the Old Jewish Cemetery, a remnant and a reminder of a once thriving community that buried 12 generations in this small section of the Jewish quarter.  The cemetery was established in the 15th century when the Jews of Prague were forbidden to bury the dead outside of this section of town, the Josefov.  As a result the plots were used and reused.  In the late 19th century most of the quarter was demolished as Prague was redesigned a la Haussman’s work on Paris, leaving only a few synagogues, the Jewish town hall, and the old cemetery.

The cemetery is now a popular tourist attraction, however, a place that thousands now trudge through, marveling at the signs of generations of burials and the nostalgia for a community driven out and destroyed in the Holocaust.

These photographs are an interpretation of the somber mood and presence felt in this plot of land with its jumble of stones recording the history of a community.  They have a melancholy and disturbing aura that reflects the solitude and gravity of the space, though it is now surrounded by more modern buildings in this large and busy city. 

 The atmosphere of this important monument is interpreted in black and white, and printed in the style of the daguerreotype, a harsh 19th century technique that bears the weight of a long and important community history in the midst of modern Prague.

Gallery 14 is a cooperative photography gallery now in its 8th season.   It was established in 2001 by a small group of photographers as a center for regional photographers, a place where photographers can come to meet their public and their peers and exhibit their work, many for the first time. This is a gallery where experimentation is encouraged, and where photographers can grow into their own artistic selves by exchanging ideas, by experimentation and by having their peers respond to their experiments.

The Gallery is run by its members who manage, create and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers of local and international reputation.  Its members encourage guest photographers to exhibit developing projects, based on a portfolio review. Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who share their work and invite discussion and criticism to increase their understanding of their own and others’ photographic work. 

There are two levels of Membership:  Full and Associate.  For further information about membership please contact the Gallery or visit during exhibit hours to talk to one of the members.

Exhibits usually open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the gallery, with a “Meet the Photographers” event usually during the first weekend of an exhibit.  The Gallery is open Saturdays and Sundays from 12 to 5 PM and by appointment.

You can join our mailing list at www.photogallery14.com.
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