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Distillations, Tasha O’Neill 
Ken Burns carried America to far-flung National Parks to demonstrate our country's remarkable wild beauty.  

In her newest exhibition, "Distillations", Tasha O’Neill discovered that beauty waits just around the corner - from a neighborhood Princeton park to North Jersey's stunning Ken Lockwood Gorge.  

Heart-stopping splendor greeted Tasha on her first pilgrimage to the well-known trout-filled waters. At first, it was enough just to photograph the autumn woods constantly renewed by its lively stream.

Then, the tree’s reflections took center stage. She focused her lens on the water surface only; mysterious pools appeared with freshly fallen leaves scattered lightly among stones ponderous as beached whales. She then zeroed in on individual reflections of trees distilling them into abstractions of gold, copper, rust and pale greens. Bright and inky blues complemented the palette. Light and dark distorted tree trunks showed up with wavy “skirts” of bright fall color. Copper ripples flowed around boulders trapping dark leaves.
Princeton's Barbara Smoyer Park, became her next gift.  Its delicate fountain spawned ripples transforming these tree reflections into avant-garde abstract paintings. Giant brush strokes altered these placid waters creating magic in a pond.  

While Ken Lockwood Gorge had proffered a gold rush, Smoyer Park exuded every Matisse red. Tasha’s aim was to do justice to each distinct water surface by juxtaposing the natural form with its abstract distillation.

Varanasi, India’s holy city on the river Ganges, Jim Hilgendorf
Jim Hilgendorf had wanted to go to Varanasi ever since he was first introduced to India in the early 1960’s when he accompanied his Dad on a business trip to Bombay.  He finally had a chance this past October when he took a three week trip to India. The trip was arranged mainly to see Rajasthan but he was able to fit in a side trip to this holy city on the river Ganges.

Varanasi, also known as Benares, is among the oldest cities of the world, and, according to legend, was founded by the Hindu deity, Lord Shiva around 5000 years ago.  This makes it one of most important pilgrimage destinations in India, which is evident by the more than a million pilgrims that visit the city each year.  It is also revered by Buddhists, attracting pilgrims to Sarnath, the site of the deer park where Gautama Buddha is said to have given his first sermon about the basic four principles of Buddhism.  Mark Twain wrote: “Benares is older than history, older than tradition, older even than legend, and looks twice as old as all of them put together.”
Hindus believe that bathing in Ganges remits sins and that dying in the city of Varanasi ensures release of a person’s soul from the cycle of transmigrations.  The city’s shore is lined by Ghats or steps leading down to river for bathing.  Other ghats are used as cremation sites.  In the early hours of the morning, it is a moving sight to see the pilgrims coming down the steps to pray and bathe in the river.  Later in the day it was such an experience to explore the many narrow lanes and alleys of this old city.  Jim hopes that some of the photos that he came back with and shown during this exhibit portray some of the color and culture of this fascinating city.

Gallery 14 is a cooperative photography gallery now in its 8th season.   It was established in 2001 by a small group of photographers as a center for regional photographers, a place where photographers can come to meet their public and their peers and exhibit their work, many for the first time. This is a gallery where experimentation is encouraged, and where photographers can grow into their own artistic selves by exchanging ideas, by experimentation and by having their peers respond to their experiments.

The Gallery is run by its members who manage, create and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers of local and international reputation.  Its members encourage guest photographers to exhibit developing projects, based on a portfolio review. Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who share their work and invite discussion and criticism to increase their understanding of their own and others’ photographic work. 

Exhibits usually open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the gallery, with a “Meet the Photographers” event usually during the first weekend of an exhibit.  The Gallery is open Saturdays and Sundays from 12 to 5 PM and by appointment.

You can join our mailing list at www.photogallery14.com.
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February 12 ​- March 14   

Distillations, Tasha O’Neill




In the Small Gallery:
Varanasi:  India’s Holy City on the Ganges,
 Jim Hilgendorf

March 19 - April 18


Signs of Spring, Martha Weintraub

     

 
Isolation, Ed Greenblat

In the Small Gallery:
Cars and Bike and Bits and Pieces,  Sally Davidson
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