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Meet the Photographers, Sunday, January 10, 1–3 PM
MOROCCO, Frank Magalhães & Rita Z. Asch
A vast subject for a small show, Morocco has been assembled by Ms. Asch and Mr. Magalhães to give the viewer a compact, composite image of the country from its Atlantic and Mediterranean seacoasts to the Atlas mountains, from its cities, both ancient and modern, to its vast interior desert regions, from its charming people to the animals they use in their daily lives. The photos have been culled from those Asch and Magalhães took on a twenty-five hundred mile journey through the country in the fall of 2008.
Two works are of special interest: one is a large canvas hanging on which Magalhães has produced a black and white image of a ruined mosque in which the gray values have been replaced by text telling the history of the area in which the mosque is found. The other is a multimedia (sound and scent) piece, Voices, in which Asch, a life-long musician and composer who has only recently begun to explore photography as well, shows the similarity among Turkish, Hebraic and Moroccan musical modes enhanced by the scents of the spice markets found in those parts of the world.

Looking at some of the pictures in the show one might think they had been taken hundreds of years ago. There are winding cobbled streets so narrow they seem like tunnels navigated by people on foot and carts drawn by mules and donkeys; wide, open landscapes abound, many completely devoid of vegetation, where water must be drawn from the occasional well with a bucket, a rope and a hand-operated windlass.
Of the many cultures that live in Morocco the primary two are Arab and Berber. Arabs brought their distinctive architecture and Islam to Morocco and its ancient Berber population when they migrated from the middle-east centuries ago. The solid, square minarets of mosques stand tall in the cities as well as in villages in the countryside, and key-hole arches are a prominent feature in most buildings, public and private.
Morocco has ancient ruins from the time the Romans occupied the country as well as more recent ruins from the Arabian invasion. In some parts of the country the remains of both powerful cultures exist at the same site, not a great surprise since those are usually places where an army could defend itself most easily.
Frank Magalhães, a long-time member of Gallery 14 is showing mostly black and white photographs of architecture and landscape in this exhibit. Rita Asch, a composer and musician who has recently begun to explore photography, is showing primarily color photographs of the people of Morocco.

Gallery 14  is a cooperative photography gallery now in its 8th season.   It was established in 2001 by a small group of photographers as a center for regional photographers, a place where photographers can come to meet their public and their peers and exhibit their work, many for the first time. This is a gallery where experimentation is encouraged, and where photographers can grow into their own artistic selves by exchanging ideas, by experimentation and by having their peers respond to their experiments.

The Gallery is run by its members who manage, create and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers of local and international reputation.  Its members encourage guest photographers to exhibit developing projects, based on a portfolio review. Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who share their work and invite discussion and criticism to increase their understanding of their own and others’ photographic work. 

Exhibits usually open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the gallery, with a “Meet the Photographers” event usually during the first weekend of an exhibit.  The Gallery is open Saturdays and Sundays from 12 to 5 PM and by appointment.

You can join our mailing list at www.photogallery14.com.

Gallery 14

Calendar
    January 8 - February 7 

Morocco, Frank Magalhães and Rita Asch

 
February 12 ​- March 14   

Distillations, Tasha O’Neill




In the Small Gallery:
Benares, Jim Hilgendorf

March 19 - April 18


Signs of Spring, Martha Weintraub

     

 
Isolation, Ed Greenblat

In the Small Gallery:
Philly Street Scenes, Marty Schwartz

#     #    #  
