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Gallery 14
 Presents Two Photographers in the Modernist Tradition

Gallery 14 was established in 2001 by a group of central New Jersey photographers, opening on September 14, 2001 as a center for photographers in the area.  It was then probably the only gallery in New Jersey dedicated solely to photography.  The Gallery is still completely run by its members who direct, operate and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers as well.  Its exhibits have been wide ranging, from classical black and white studies of flowers and other still-lifes, dance and nude photography, to travel and street photography in exotic locations such as Japan, China, Afghanistan, Russia and Laos. Exhibits at Gallery 14 have been featured in local newspapers and local radio and television stations, as well as in the New York Times. 

It currently is continuing its tradition of showing members’ works as well as guest photographers from the New York to Philadelphia area, open on Saturdays and Sundays from 12-5 and by appointment.  All exhibits open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the Gallery, and also feature an opportunity to meet the photographers and discuss their work, usually during the first weekend of the exhibit.  Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who show their work and invite discussion and criticism in the spirit of increasing their skills and understanding of their own and others’ work.

The current exhibits feature two photographers, Jim Hilgendorf and David Miller, both of  whom  work in a modernist format:  Hilgendorf’s color photos focus on the people of Laos and are reminiscent of many of the National Geographic photographers’ work .such as Steve McCurry.   Miller’s large scale landscapes are in a tradition that dates back to the panoramic landscape photographers of the American west and owes much to Art Sinsabaugh’s panoramas of the midwest, for example.

“Faces of Laos,” Jim Hilgendorf

Laos is a land steeped in tradition, overflowing with friendliness and at every turn filled with an almost hypnotic spectrum of color.  During the more than twenty-five years that Jim Hilgendorf lived in and traveled to various countries in Asia, he never had a chance to visit Laos, although he did visit diverse regions ranging from the mountains of Bhutan to the back streets of Tokyo.   At the urging of his daughter and her husband, who had spend some time back-packing in Laos last year Jim spent nearly two weeks during the summer of 2005 exploring this country and meeting its varied people. 

In the rugged northern regions of Laos, Jim visited numerous hill tribe villages where the hardships of everyday existence are tempered by easy laughter and kindness.  In the ancient royal capital of Luang Phabang, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, he experienced a city that has preserved the unhurried pace of a century ago where the serenity of numerous temples melds with the remnants of its old colonial past 

Along the way, Jim captured many of his encounters with his Contax 645. Although he has previously worked primarily in black and white using traditional dark room methods, he instinctively sensed that Laos needed to be photographed in color.  Indeed, the exquisite beadwork and embroidery of the various hill tribes and the intense saffron robes of the Buddhist monks could not be effectively captured otherwise. The result is Jim’s first exhibit of mostly color photographs printed digitally using archival ink jet dyes on fine art paper, each of which provides an intimate glimpse of this country’s enchanting people.

Jim has long admired the work of Cartier-Bresson, Brassai and Andre Kertesz and their ability to capture a defining moment.  More recently he has been influenced by Sebastiao Salgado and Steve McCurry and their ability to portray people in a strong and beautiful way.   Hopefully this influence comes through in his photos of the people of Laos.

You can see other examples of his work on the Gallery 14 website, www.photosgallery14.com, or his website, www.jimhilgendorf.com.

“Panoramic Landscapes:  The Arctic, Galapagos and Spain,”  

 David H. Miller

The large landscape has a long tradition in American photography.  From the early photographers of the American west who illustrated the grandeur of these wide open spaces,  to the work of Art Sinsabaugh, who created panoramas of the Midwest, the long narrow photograph has been used to convey the power of the big landscape.

David Miller’s current work is firmly in these traditions, using the modernist emphasis on the power of the landscape, sharp focus and large print size to express the impact of these wide open spaces on the solitary individual.  A number of these photographs were taken in the Arctic, on Svalbard Island (Spitzbergen) where he visited the coastline in a small if sturdy Zodiac, shooting at times from just above water level.  This is the land of the white bear and few people, barren but beautiful landscapes which dwarf man and leave no recourse if there is an encounter with trouble or the white bear.  Mists, ice and continuous sunshine alternate in this impressive landscape.

His work on view also includes the expansive landscapes of southern Spain where the “White Towns”  south of Sevilla provide dramatic counterpoints to the rolling hills, as in his “Storm over Villamartin,” or “ Pueblos Blanco Panorama“, landscapes from the Galapagos, and  a sweeping view of the Old North Bridge in Concord, Mass.,  These prints are large, from 15-24 inches wide, if narrow with a 1:2 or 1:3 aspect ratio.

Mr. Miller works frequently with swing lens panoramic cameras of large format, favoring the Noblex which swings its lens through a 146 degree arc and produces a 2.25 x 4.5 inch negative.  Many of his photographs are also taken with infrared film which captures the subtlety and details of the clouds in the open expanses.

Other examples of his panoramic landscape work and other photographs may be found on his website, www.dhmillerphotography.com, or a the Gallery 14 website, www.photosgallery14.com.

The exhibits open on January 6th with a reception for the public from 6-9 PM, and continue through February   5th.   You can meet and discuss the work of these photographers with them on Sunday, January 8th, between 1 and 3 PM.

For additional information see the Gallery 14 website, www.photosgallery14.com,   call David Miller at 609-577-0564 or Jim Hilgendorf at 215-565-6063, or leave a message at the Gallery, 609-333-8511.

Calendar Listings

Gallery14.         “Faces of Laos”, Jim Hilgendorf and “Panoramic Landscapes:   The Arctic, Galapagos and Spain” David H. Miller. 
Exhibit opens January 6 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through February 5.  

Meet the photographers, on Sunday, January 8, 1-3 PM.

Gallery14.        “What the River Says,” John Blackford and “Up Close and Personal,” Sally Davidson. 
Exhibit opens February 10 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through March 12.  

Meet the photographers, on Sunday, February 12, 1-3 PM.

Gallery14.         “The Photograph:  from Concept to Print”, Frank Magalhaes   and   “Antarctica,” David Wurtzel . 
Exhibit opens March 17 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through April 16.  

Meet the photographers, on Sunday, March 19, 1-3 PM.

Gallery 14.         Marty Schwartz   and  Tasha O’Neill. 
Exhibit opens April 21 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through May 28.  

Meet the photographers, on Sunday, April 23, 1-3 PM.

Gallery 14.         Lois Greenfield   and  Joanna Tully. 
Exhibit opens June 2 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   July 9.  

Meet the photographers, on Sunday, June 4, 1-3 PM.

