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December 10, 2006

For Immediate Release
Gallery 14

Exhibit Opening January 5
Meet the Photographer, January 6 and 7
Gallery 14 is pleased to announce the opening on January 5th   of an exhibit by charter member photographer David H. Miller.  This exhibit features portraits of the Golden Eagle hunters of western Mongolia, a Kazakh populated area which maintains the ancient tradition of using Golden Eagles to hunt, and panoramics of the vast Mongolian landscape.
Mongolia:  Where Kazakhs hunt with Eagles.  David H. Miller
Northwestern Mongolia is populated primarily by Kazakhs, 90 % of the population, with the remainder Mongols and Tuvans.  There are few significant settlements in this sparsely settled region, with cattle, sheep and goat herding the primary occupations.  David Miller went to this area to attend the Golden Eagle Festival, a two day event which helps preserve the 2,000 year old tradition of hunting with golden eagles.  He remained to live in a camp where the eagle hunters were living, rode with them in the area, witnessed and photographed the close relationship between eagles and master.

He grew to know some of these hunters and many of the members of the festival committee since he speaks Russian, a common second language in Mongolia.  Both during the festival which attracted over 30 of the best eagle hunters, and afterwards when he lived in the camp with the hunters, he concentrated on capturing the beauty and unique character of these men.  Their ages ranged from 82 to 22, and years of experience eagle hunting from 30+ to 5, so there was a wide range of faces to observe both during the festival and afterwards..
As when he photographed in Russia, China and Afghanistan, his camera is a means of getting to know his subjects, and he chatted with them (sometimes needing translation from Russian to Kazakh), had dinner with a small group of hunters where they discussed their experiences and lives, and rode with them on their tough ponies across the vast landscape of the region.

His portraits capture the personalities behind the time and weather worn faces of the old Eagle hunters dressed in their fox-lined hats which provide protection against the harsh cold and winds of Mongolia’s plains.  Their eagles are on their arms, hooded when not hunting in decorated leather hoods the hunters make themselves.  Their dress is traditional, rough sheepskin arm guards on their right arm where the eagles perch, long sheepskin or woolen coats, both with traditional Kazakh designs embroidered on the back, arms, cuffs and sleeves, and colorful fox fur lined hats..  These are functional but very attractive and striking.  Younger eagle hunters are similarly dressed as they learn to carry on the traditions of eagle hunting, some of them starting with small falcons before learning to manage large golden eagles whose wingspan ranges from 6-8 feet.
This exhibit also includes a small selection of panoramic landscapes which present the huge and empty land which the eagle hunters roam in search of game.  It is a land of sparse resources, harsh climate and uninhabited tracts that reach the horizon.    Even when one reaches places clearly marked on the maps, such as Tolbo Nuur, there are only herds of animals and a few gers (yurts in common usage), piles of cattle dung used as fuel and a dog or two.  His panoramic of  a ger in Tolbo Nuur presents this vast landscape.  Other panoramics convey the open land of tracks, not roads, which stretch for miles, or the dramatic expanse of the   finish line of a 16 kilometer horse race for young riders 
Other examples of his work may be seen at www.dhmillerphotography.com.

Gallery 14   was established in 2001 by a group of central New Jersey photographers, opening the Gallery on September 14, 2001 as a center for photographers in the area.  It was then probably the only gallery in New Jersey dedicated solely to photography. 
In its 5 years of operation Gallery 14 has become a center for regional photographers, a place where photographers can come to meet their public and their peers,   and where they can exhibit their work, many for the first time.  This is a Gallery where experimentation is encouraged, and where photographers can grow into their own artistic selves by exchanging ideas, by experiments with them out and having their peers respond to their experiments.

The Gallery is run by its members who create, operate and exhibit at the gallery along with guest photographers of local and international reputation as well.  Its exhibits have been wide ranging, from classical black and white studies of flowers and other still-lifes, dance and nude photography, to travel and street photography in exotic locations such as Japan, China, Afghanistan, Russia and Laos.  Exhibits at Gallery 14 have been featured in local newspapers and on local radio and television stations, and its exhibits are regularly reviewed in the Newark Star Ledger, The Trenton Times, and listed in the New York Times. 

The Gallery continues its tradition of showing members’ works as well as guest photographers from the New York to Philadelphia area, open on Saturdays and Sundays from 12-5 and by appointment.  
All exhibits open with a Friday evening reception for the public at the Gallery, and also feature an opportunity to meet the photographers and discuss their work, usually during the first weekend of the exhibit.  Gallery 14 is also the site of a monthly meeting of local photographers who show their work and invite discussion and criticism in the spirit of increasing their skills and understanding of their own and others’ photographic work.

Calendar Listings
Gallery  14.      Mongolia:  Where Kazakhs hunt with Eagles 

     David H. Miller
Exhibit opens January 5 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   February 4.  

Meet the photographer who will discuss his travels in Mongolia and the ancient tradition of hunting with Golden Eagles on Saturday, January 6, or Sunday, January 7, 1-5 PM.

Gallery  14.      I am a Tree, Frank Magalhaes 

Exhibit opens February 9 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   March 11.  

Meet the photographer who will discuss his work on Sunday,   February 11, 1-3 PM

Gallery  14.      The Intimacy of Flowers, Tasha O’Neill   &   Spirits in the    Garden of Eden, Vivian Abbott.                              

Exhibit opens March 16 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   April 15.  

Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday,   March 18, 1-3 PM

Gallery  14.      Double Take: Two Photographers, Two Coney Islands.  

                 Joanna Tully and Marty Schwartz

Exhibit opens April 20 with a reception for the public 6-9 PM and continues through   May 27.  

Meet the photographers who will discuss their work on Sunday,   April 22, 1-3 PM
